



History of the Nash-Finch Warehouse at 1316 Bozeman Ave, Helena, MT
The building at 1316 Bozeman Avenue in Helena was once the Nash-Finch food and beverage distributor warehouse, a facility managed by Christie Transfer & Storage Co. during the 1935–1936 period helenaasshewas.locals.com.
1935 Earthquake Context
In October 1935, a series of destructive earthquakes struck the Helena area, with the epicenter less than a mile east of the Northern Pacific Depot. The shaking caused severe damage to the State Liquor Warehouse on Bozeman Street, adjacent to the Nash-Finch warehouse. Liquor was removed from the shattered State Liquor Warehouse, and the Nash-Finch building was photographed with a Christie pickup truck visible, indicating its role in the distribution and storage of goods helenaasshewas.locals.com.
Plans to build a new warehouse were already underway before the earthquakes, suggesting the site was a key logistics hub for food and beverage distribution in the region helenaasshewas.locals.com.
Broader Company Background
The Nash Finch Company was a major American food distribution and retail business founded in 1885 in Devils Lake, North Dakota, by Fred Nash and his brothers Edgar and Willis Elwyn B. Robinson Department of Special Collections+1. It expanded into wholesale grocer lines, private-label products, and retail stores, operating in multiple states, including Montana. While the Helena warehouse was part of its distribution network, the company itself was headquartered in Minnesota and later merged into SpartanNash in 2013 Wikipedia.
Current Status
The building’s direct connection to the Nash Finch Company appears to have ended in the 1930s–1940s, as later Helena moving and storage operations (Capital Transfer & Storage) occupied the site in the late 20th century www.prismnews.com. The 1935 earthquake damage likely contributed to the eventual replacement or redevelopment of the warehouse.
In summary: The Nash-Finch warehouse at 1316 Bozeman Ave was a major food and beverage distribution facility in Helena during the early 20th century, notably visible in 1935–1936 after the devastating earthquakes, when it was managed by Christie Transfer & Storage Co. and adjacent to the damaged State Liquor Warehouse helenaasshewas.locals.com.

